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partly for the apparel of all persons ecclesiastical, by virtue of
the Queen's Majesty's letters commanding the same the 25th
day of January in the seventh year of the reign of our sovereign
lady Elizabeth [&c.].

The Queen's Majesty, of her godly zeal calling to remem-
brance how necessary it is to the advancement of God's glory
and to the establishment of Christ's pure religion, for all her
loving subjects, especially the state ecclesiastical, to be knit
together in one perfect unity of doctrine and to be conjoined in
one uniformity of rites and manners, . . . hath by her letters1
directed unto the Archbishop of Canterbury, .. stvaitly charged
that, with assistance and conference had with other bishops,
namely such as be in commission for causes ecclesiastical, some
orders might be taken whereby all diversities and varieties
among them of the clergy and the people ... might be reformed
. . . Whereupon ... by consent of the persons before said, these
orders and rules ensuing have been thought meet and convenient
to be used and followed ; not yet prescribing these rules as laws
equivalent with the eternal word of God and as of necessity to
bind the consciences of her subjects in the nature of them
considered in themselves, or as they should add any efficacy or
more holiness to the virtue of public prayer and to the sacra-
ments, but as temporal orders mere ecclesiastical, without any
vain superstition, and as rules in some part of discipline
concerning decency, distinction and order for the time.

I. Articles for doctrine and preaching 2.

(i) First3, That all they which shall be admitted to preach,
shall be diligently examined for their conformity in unity of
doctrine, established by public authority; and admonished to
use sobriety and discretion in teaching the people, namely in
matters of controversy ...

(4) Item, That all licenses for preaching granted out by the
archbishops and bishops within the province of Canterbury,
bearing date before i March, 1564, be void and of none effect;

1 See the letter alluded to in Parker Correspondence, p. 223.

3 Cf, Strype, Par&er, I. pp. 313, 430; text in III. p. 84.

3_This Is preceded in Strype's draft by three sections declaring the
validity of ^the thirty-nine articles and enacting that all clergymen shall
declare their adhesion to them.